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TN this, the Academy's 125th anniversary year, we are pleased to
L award the Academy Plaque to Dr. Frank B. Berry. This is the
48th year of his membership in the Academy. Indeed, within a few
weeks Dr. Berry will celebrate his 8oth birthday.

He has served the Academy in many ways. For five years he was a
member of the Committee on Public Health Relations. He began a long
association with the Library Committee in 1940, becoming an emeritus
member in i969. He served on the Council for eight years-for five
years as a trustee and three years as vice president. He has long been
active in the special committee concerned with the publication of our
History of Medicine Series. For a quarter of a century he has been an
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active member of the Friends of the Rare Book Room; he served a term
as president of that cherished group of Friends. Besides these interests in
literature and history he has long been involved in academic medicine.

His premedical and medical degrees were obtained at Harvard
University and he has been active in affairs of his alma mater for many
years. He was elected president of the Medical Alumni of Harvard in
i95 I. He was one of the earliest to be identified with the then new spe-
cialty of thoracic surgery, and he is a founder member of both the
American Board of Surgery and the Board of Thoracic Surgery. He
served two terms as a regent of the American College of Surgeons and
is active in all of the most important surgical societies. As director of
the Columbia Surgical Services at Bellevue Hospital he trained many
very capable surgeons, who follow in his footsteps.

It is well known that Dr. Berry is also interested in military medicine..
He served in both World War I and World War II, and retired with
the rank of brigadier general. He served as Assistant Secretary of De-
fense for Health and Medical Affairs from 1954 to I962.

He has received numerous honors, including honorary doctoral de-
grees from two medical schools and the Gold Medal of Honor of the
Medical Service of the French Army and the rank of Chevalier in the
Legion of Honor. He also holds the Legion of Merit citation and many
other military honors.

With all of these varied and lifelong interests, he is especially inter-
ested in young people. He has trained and inspired many surgeons. His
prime interest during his years in the Pentagon was to protect the op-
portunity for young men to continue their professional training in in-
ternship and residency. The medical community of the nation is familiar
with the "Berry Plan."

In retirement he has served as editor or consultant to many publica-
tions, especially those directed to young physicians in training. Typical
is his column in one journal, titled-appropriately enough-"Berry
Pickings."

What has often been said of other eminent men can also be said of
Dr. Berry: in honoring him we do honor to ourselves.
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